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the struggle continued with unabated vigour. On January 15,1909
Gandhi on his return to the Transvaal was asked by the police officer
at Volksrust to produce his registration certificate and to give means
of identification. Failing to do this, he was arrested and brought
before the magistrate who ordered his removal from the colony.
Gandhi was accordingly "removed", and released at the border, a
quarter of a mile away. But he returned almost immediately. He was
re-arrested but not charged. He was released on his own recognizance
and proceeded to Johannesburg.
On February 25 Gandhi and seven others were sentenced at Volks-
rust for refusing to produce certificates of registration and to give
fingerprints, to a fine of £50 or to undergo three months' imprison-
ment with hard labour. All went to jail. Addressing the court, Gandhi
said: "I consider myself the greatest offender in the Asiatic struggle,
if the conduct that I am pursuing is held to be reprehensible. I ask
you to impose on me the highest penalty."
Gandhi was released on the morning of May 24 from Pretoria jail.
About a hundred Indians were there to greet him with bouquets and
garlands^ and at the head of these Gandhi marched to a mosque,
where he addressed a meeting: "Whether our members be large or
small, I earnestly pray God to give us strength to carry the burden
until we have reached the goal."
Arrests, imprisonment, and deportations became the order of the
day. The imprisonment, release, re-arrest and re-imprisonment of
Gandhi did not check the onward march of the movement.
Each time Gandhi returned from jail some indefinable growth had
taken place in him. He got an opportunity this time to study about
thirty books which comprised English, Hindi, Gujarati, Sanskrit, and
Tamil works. He read Tolstoy, Emerson, Thoreau, and Carlyle. He
studied Manusmritiy Patanjal Toga Darshan, the Upanishads, the Gita

